As school districts navigated data and how to evidence student growth and success, educational stakeholders felt the pressure of increased testing requirements. This pressure led to more teacher-directed lectures and paperwork rather than open-ended, project-oriented lessons (Elkind, 2007). Consequently, increased accountability and rigor causes educational stakeholders to lose sight of the value of early childhood programs (Liston, Whitcomb, & Borko, 2007) and play. Utilizing the lens of Piaget's (1929) constructivist learning theory (Bruner, 1996; Schweinhart, 2005), adult stakeholder perceptions concerning the role of play as an educational tool in times of high rigor and accountability were explored.
